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'Karayuki-san' in modern Japan : their actual condition

and migration network

PARK, Kyeung—-eun

Department of International Area and Cultural Studies
Graduate School of

Korea Maritime University

Abstract

It is a common knowledge that from the beginning of Meijl to Showa
period a number of Japanese women went over to overseas and were
involved in prostitution industries. It is said that more than 20,000 of
these women so-called 'Karayuki-san' spread from East Asia to
Southeast Asia, America and Africa continents in the early 1910s.
Among these regions, Singapore had the largest demand for
‘Karayuki-san’ in Southeast Asia. Furthermore, it acted as a hub to
send 'Karayuki—san' out to various places in Southeast Asia, Australia
and even to Africa.

What made this phenomenon possible was the power which pushes
'Karayuki—-san' out from Japan, the power which pulls them toward the
place where ‘Karayuki-san’ were in demand, and the network which
gathers, distributes, and moves them. There are a number of studies on
‘Karayuki-san’, but they tend to place ‘Karayuki-san  in the place of
departure or arrival and analysis the push and pull factors. However, it

seems to be difficult to place 'Karayuki—san' inside the border of Japan
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or a place where they resided. Some of 'Karayuki-san' left their
hometown and settled down abroad for several years and then came
back, but some of them remigrated to a different place where had
demand for these Japanese women. Thus, it can be said that
'Karayuki—-san' were cross—borderal.

Based on the above point of view, this thesis examines the actual
condition of 'Karayuki—-san' from a social historical perspective focused
on the network which enabled 'Karayuki—san' to migrate. This is to that
shedding light on the process of their migration while sublating to place
them inside a certain region. This 1s also expected to help to
understand that 'Karayuki—-san' emerged and migrated from multiple
relations, and to avoid to understand them as a product of a single

nation.
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(Banda) | gpring st 5 38
3+ 109 633

(%4 James Warren, %ol # p.49E 7}&3h
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(HAAfE, Little Japan)7F A=At 2 &3 AL 25, ARI#
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1871 1 0 - - % p.8&6

1877 2 Op.117.
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1887 - - 59 - O p29
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1891 287 o8 229 - - % p.8&6
1898 614 158 456 - - A p.326
1901 766 188 o978 - - % p.8&6
1902 - - 611 83 v¢ p.47
1903 948 179 769 585 99 O p.2b

95) Japanese Association Of Singapore, FfPrewar Japanese Community In
Singapore: Picture & Records , Heritage Committee of the Japanese
Association to commemorate the opening of a new club house, 1998,
pp.30-31, pp64-65.
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(F=1)
Ordinance, No. XXIII of 1870.
An Ordinance to prevent the Spread of certain Contagious Diseases.

[1st December 1870.]

6. Any keeper of a licensed brothel, who shall have resonable cause to
believe that any woman an inmate of his brothel is affected with a
contagious disease shall forthwith give notice thereof to the visiting
surgeon, and such licensed brothel keeper shall not permit such
inmate to prostitute herself within such brothel until she has been
medically inspected by the wvisiting surgeon; and any brothel keeper
omitting so to give notice to the registering officer, and any woman
continuing to prostitute herself before such examination, shall be
guilty of an offence under this Ordinance.

7. If any person shall be proved to the satisfaction of the registering
officer to have been infected with a contagious disease in a licensed
brothel the keeper thereof shall be liable to a fine not exceeding 50
dollars, and the inmate thereof who shall have infected such person
shall be liable to a fine of not exceeding 50 dollars or to
imprisonment with or without hard labour for any period not
exceeding three months or to both. And if any person shall, to the
satisfaction of the registering officer, be proved to have infected with
contagious disease the inmate of any licensed brothel, such person
shall be liable to a fine not exceeding fifty dollars, or to
imprisonment with or without hard labour for any period not
exceeding three months, or to both.

13. Every inmate of a licensed brothel shall be liable at all times to



medical examination by a visiting surgeon in such brothel, or at such
hospital as he shall direct, subject to any rules to be framed by the
Governor for the conduct of the duties of visiting surgeons.

14. Any woman may voluntarily, by a submission in writing signed by
her in the presence of and attested by the registering officer, subject
herself to a periodical medical examination under this Ordinance for a
period of one year, subject to such Rules as the Governor may order
as to the places and times of her examination.

15. When, after any medical examination under the Ordinance, a woman
1s declared by a visiting Surgeon to be infected with contagious
disease, such surgeon shall forthwith draw up and sign a certificate
in the form of Schedule(A), and shall direct the woman to be
forthwith taken to and hospital, where she will be detained till
discharged by an order in form of Schedule (B) to be signed by a
visiting surgeon.

16. It shall be lawful for any police officer of the rank of deputy
inspector at least, to take into custody without warrant, and to
convey or cause to be conveyed to the hospital, any woman against
whom a certificate in the form of Schedule(A), has been made.

41. In this Ordinance the expression “Contagious Diseases” means
“Venereal Disease including Gonorrhoea”. “Brothel” means any house
or place occupied or used by any woman for the purpose of
prostitution. “Keeper of a licensed Brothel” means the Registered
Keeper therof, and any person acting as manager thereof during the
absence of the Keeper. “Inmate of a licensed Brothel” or “Inmate of
a Brothel” means any woman residing in such Brothel or found
therein at any time for the purpose of prostitution.

(A2 Great Britain Colonial Office, Ordinances relating to Contagious

diseases ordinancess , Henry Hansard and Son, 1886, pp.85-91 *+%.)
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Ordinance No. XVII of 1896.

An Ordinance to consolidate and amend the Law relating to the
Protection of Women and Girls and for the Suppression of Brothels.

[1st December 1870]

Part I. OFFENCES AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS.

4.-(1) Any person who -

(i) sells lets to hire or otherwise disposes of or buys hires or otherwise
obtains possession of any woman or girl with intent that such woman
or girl shall be employed or used for he purpose of prostitution
either within or without the Colony or knowing it to be likely that
such woman or girl will be so employed or used;

(i) procures or attempts to procure any girl under sixteen years of age
or any woman or girl above that age not being a common prostitute
or of known immoral character to have either within or without the
Colony carnal connection except by way of marriage with any other
person or for the purpose of prostitution either within or without the
Colony or who by or under any false pretence false representation or
fraudulent or deceitful means (whether such pretence presentation or
means be made or used within or without the Colony) brings or
assists in bringing into the Colony any woman or girl with intent that
such woman or girl shall be employed or used for the purpose of
prostitution either within or without the Colony or knowing or having
reason to believe it likely that such woman or girl will be so
employed or sued;

(iv) detains any woman or girl in a brothel against her will; or detains
any woman or girl in any other place against her will with intent that

she may practice prostitution or for any unlawful and immoral



purpose;

(v) unlawfully and carnally knows any girl of or under the age of fifteen
years;

(vi) attempts to commit any offence in this section mentioned shall on
conviction before the Supreme Court or a Court of two Magistrates
be liable to imprisonment of either description for a term not
exceeding one year or to a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars or

to both.

(4E& Ng, Siew Yoong, 'Chinese Protectorate 1877-1900, , Dept. of

History, University of Malaya, 1955, = J &%)
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