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A Study on the adoption of the STCW convention

and the codes, as amended in 2010

by Kwon, Young-Tae

Major in Maritime Law
Department of Maritime Policy

The Graduate School of Korea Maritime University

Abstract

The International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification
and Watch—keeping for Seafarers, 1978(here in after “STCW
convention”) has been partly amended several times according to
environmental change of ship's operation and there were comprehensive
revisions in so called 1995 amended STCW convention. In these years,
ships are in tendency of increasing size and speed, and also adopted
high technologies. These kinds of changes brought STW sub-committee
up for discussions to modify the convention to cope with new
environments from the year of 2006. Major revisions to the STCW
Convention, and its associated Code have been adopted at a Diplomatic
Conference in Manila, the Philippines.

The Manila amendments to the STCW Convention and Code were
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adopted on 25 June 2010, marking a major revision of the STCW
Convention and Code. The 2010 amendments are set to enter into force
on 1 January 2012 under the tacit acceptance procedure and are aimed
at bringing the Convention and Code up to date with developments since
they were initially adopted in 1978 and further revised in 1995.

This paper is studied the 2010 amendments which is divided into two
chapters in relation to Certificate of Competency(here in after “COC”)
and Certificate of Proficiency(here in after “COP”).

First, COC chapter is studied the amendments connected with a
certificate issued and endorsed for masters, officers and GMDSS radio
operators in accordance with the provisions Chapter I, I and II of this
annex.

The principal change in Chapter I General provisions is "Only
Administrations to issue COC & maintain electronic database for
verification of authenticity", "Near coastal voyage requirements made
more clear, including principals governing such voyages and entering
"Into an undertaking" with the Parties concerned(flag and coastal
states)", "Medical standards updated in line with ILO MLC Requirements"
and "Revalidation requirements made more rational and includes
revalidation requirements for tanker endorsements".

The major change in Chapter II Master and deck department is "The
addition of the standard of competence for certification of officer", "The
training of Electronic Chart Display and Information System (ECDIS),
Bridge Resource Management, Teamwork and Leadership" and "The
addition of an able seafarer deck".

The principal change in Chapter II Engine department is "The

addition of the standard of competence for certification of officer", "The
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training of Engine Room Resource Management, Teamwork and
Leadership", "The addition of an able seafarer engine" and "New Electro
Technical Officer(ETO) and an Electro Technical Rating".

Second, COP chapter is studied the amendments connected with a
certificate issued to a seafarer, stating that the relevant requirements of
training, competencies or seagoing service In accordance with the
provisions Chapter V, VI and VII of this annex.

The major change in Chapter V Special requirements for personnel
on certain types of ships are the division of the chemical from the oil
and each requiring its own sea service prerequisites on each type of
vessel and specific training for each. Additionally, there will be a
specially designated Tanker Fire Fighting Course, although some parties
may allow Basic Fire Fighting courses to cover this requirement.

The amendments in Chapter VI Emergency, occupational safety,
security, medical care and survival functions include the addition of
marine environmental awareness issues in the Personal Safety & Social
Responsibilities course conducted as part of Basic Safety Training as
well as an operational level of marine environmental concerns at the
STCW Code A-II/1 and A-TI/1 levels of Certification.

And the principal change in Chapter VI Watch—keeping is harmonized
with the Maritime Labour Convention (MLC) Convention. The Maritime
Labour Convention was signed in 2006 and was created to create
regulations for seafarers right's so that there would be a global
minimum standard for how mariners are treated.

As mentioned above, it is to introduce the key issues of amendment
of the STCW Convention and its Code and have to explain the intent

and purpose of the amendments in this paper.
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Finally, this study focuses on the problems and restrictions to adopt
the amendments on the domestic law and so it is to provide influences
on the academic circles and shipping industries. Moreover, it considers
legislation of the domestic law in order to adopt effectively the Manila

amendments to the STCW Convention and Code.
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IMO, Any Other Business — Outcome of FSI 12 (STW 36/17).

IMO, Report to the Maritime Safety Committee (STW 37/18).

IMO, Comprehensive Review of the STCW Convention and the
STCW code - Review Process and issues for review (STW
38/12/8).

IMO, Report to the Maritime Safety Committee (STW 38/17).

IMO, Comprehensive Review of the STCW Convention and the
STCW code - Communication and Leadership skills (STW
39/7/3).

IMO, Comprehensive Review of the STCW Convention and the

STCW code - Review of areas in the STCW Convention and
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IMO,

IMO,

IMO,

IMO,

IMO,

IMO,

IMO,

the STCW code identified by STW 38 (STW 39/7/4).
Comprehensive Review of the STCW Convention and the
STCW code - Revalidation of Certificate (STW 39/7/6).
Comprehensive Review of the STCW Convention and the
STCW code - Bridge Resource Management and Engine
room Management (STW 39/7/7).

Comprehensive Review of the STCW Convention and the
STCW code - Review of chapter VI of the STCW
Convention and the STCW code (STW 39/7/9).
Comprehensive Review of the STCW Convention and the
STCW code - Review of chapter II, III and VI of the STCW
Convention and the STCW code (STW 39/7/10).
Comprehensive Review of the STCW Convention and the
STCW code - Review of chapter I of the STCW
Convention and the STCW code (STW 39/7/11).
Comprehensive Review of the STCW Convention and the
STCW code - Definition and mandatory requirements for
certification of  electro—technical officer and senior
electro—technical officer and a special training for
engineering personnel managing the operation of electrical
power plant above 1000 Volts (STW 39/7/12).
Comprehensive Review of the STCW Convention and the
STCW code - Review of chapters I, II, I, IV and VIl of the
STCW Convention and the STCW Code (STW 39/7/14).
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IMO,

IMO,

IMO,

IMO,

IMO,

IMO,

IMO,

Comprehensive Review of the STCW Convention and the
STCW code - Mandatory alcohol limit and to enhance
international exchange of information on alcohol-related
incidents on board seagoing ships (STW 39/7/18).
Comprehensive Review of the STCW Convention and the
STCW code - Review of STCW regulation 1/3 (STW
39/7/21).

Comprehensive Review of the STCW Convention and the
STCW code - Proposal to amend Tables A-1I/1, A-1I/2 and
A-T/3 in the STCW Code (STW 39/7/23).

Comprehensive Review of the STCW Convention and the
STCW code - Amendments to section A-IV/1 of chapter IV
of the STCW Code to provide basic training Iin marine
environment awareness (STW 39/7/26).

Comprehensive Review of the STCW Convention and the
STCW code - Regulations V/2 and V/3 - Mandatory
minimum requirements for the training and qualification of
masters, officers and ratings on passenger ships and ro-ro
passenger ships (STW 39/7/28).

Comprehensive Review of the STCW Convention and the
STCW code - Simplification of the requirements for
Passenger Ships in chapter V of the STCW Convention and
the STCW Code (STW 39/7/37).

Report to the Maritime Safety Committee (STW 39/12).

60



Seminar on familiarization with Manila amendments to the STCW

Convention, Capt. M.A.Shahba, Nov. 2010.
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