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A frustrated expectation in Troilus and Cressida
Nam, Hyun-Sook*
Abstract

In the hope of illuminating the audience's experience, 1 deal, throughout this
article, with the most obvious instances of frustrated expectation occurring in
Troilus and Cressida.

The analysis of this play emphasizes an aesthetic that regards the frustration
of the audience's assumptions and anticipations as a potentially valid kind of
dramatic experience. Troilus and Cressida sustains the audience's disengagement
consistently. No one character elicits a similar degree of empathy or identity
from the audience. Because the play never attributes a consistent motive to
Achilles, never clarifies whether Troilus is an idealist or a sensualist, and
never explains the inconsistencies in Hector's relation to the chivalric code, the
audience becomes increasingly detached from these and other major characters.
At least part of the audience's difficulty with Troilus and Cressida results from
its lack of emotional commitment to the play.

Troilus and Cressida defies the audience's expectations by ending
inconclusively. The final scene of the play is open-ended. In the love plot,
Cressida never repents or reforms, and the conflict between Troilus and
Diomedes is never resolved. Although the war plot is resolved to a greater
extent than the love plot, the ending in no way clarifies the ambiguous
characterizations that have been formulated throughout the play. Achilles'
momentary rage over Patroclus’ death overshadows the possible motives for his
secession from battle. He finally leaves his tent and soon murders the unarmed
Hector. The issues in which the audience has invested so much concemn are
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forgotten in the final tumult of Hector's murder and Troilus' ironic vow to
avenge his death.

In this highly experimental play, the audience vicariously experiences the
instability of the moral cosmos in which the characters exist. On one level, the
audience becomes unusually involved with the play, since the audiences'
experiences of frustrated expectation mirror the major thematic issues in the
play. In another way, however, the play tends to distance the audience more
emphatically than any other Shakespearean plays. The frequent frustration of
our anticipations forces us to become aware of a play as an extremely
contrived artifice. The play does not permit its audiences to become
emotionally involved to any extent. Characters' inconsistencies and
contradictions prevent us from identifying with them. Instead, the play
frequently reminds us that we are only observers of these enigmatic characters.
In one sense, the play continues to involve us precisely because it lacks the
resolution. Thus Shakespeare keeps us concerned with the puzzle which the
play entails after we leave the theater.
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This Ajax is half made of Hector's blood;

In love whereof, half Hector stays at home:

Half heart, half hand, half Hector comes to seek

This blended knight, half Trojan and half Greek. (4.5.83-86)
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Agamemnon.
Thou great commander, nerves and bone of Greece,
Heart of our numbers, soul and only sprite,
In whom the tempers and the minds of all
Should be shut up, hear what Ulysses speaks,
Besides th'applause and approbation
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[To Agamemnon.] The which, most mighty for thy
place and sway,

[To Nestor.] And thou, most reverend for thy
stretch'd-out life,

I give to both your speeches, which were such
As Agamemnon and the hand of Greece

Should hold up high in brass; and such again

As venerable Nestor, hatch'd in silver,

Should with a bond of air, strong as the axletree
On which heaven rides, knit all the Greekish ears
To his experienc'd tongue—yet let it please both,
Thou great, and wise, to hear Ulysses speak. (1.3.54-69)
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Sometime, great Agamemnon,
Thy topless deputation he puts on,
And like a strutting player, whose conceit
Lies in his hamstring and doth think it rich
To hear the wooden dialogue and sound
‘Twixt his stretch'd footing and the scaffoldage,
Such to-be-pitied and o'er-wrested seeming
He acts thy greatness in; and when he speaks,
'Tis like a chime a-mending, with terms unsquar'd,
Which, from the tongue of roaring Typhoon dropp'd
Would seem hyperboles. (1.3.151-161)
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But 'gainst your privacy
The reasons are more potent and heroical :
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'Tis known, Achilles, that you are in love
With one of Priam's daughters. (3.3.191-193)
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All the commerce that you have had with Troy

As perfectly is ours as yours, my lord ;

And better would it fit Achilles much

To throw down Hector than Polyxena.

But it must grieve young Pyrrhus now at home,

When Fame shall in our islands sound her trump

And all the Greekish girls shall tripping sing

'Great Hector's sister did Achilles win,

But our great Ajax bravely bear down him." (3.3.204-212)
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They think my little stomach to the war

And your great love to me restrains you thus.
Sweet, rouse yourself: and the weak wanton Cupid
Shall from your neck unloose his amorous fold,
And, like a dew-drop from the lion's mane,

Be shook to air. (3.3.219-223)
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That feeds his praise more than he fears his peril,

That knows his valour and knows not his fear,

That loves his mistress more than in confession

With truant vows to her own lips he loves,

And dare avow her beauty and her worth

In other arms than hers—to him this challenge : (1.3.266-271)

olBxE A Lald Rrvid AE «sFe] AL FUEoloA A
3 ALY ;P A% goh(1.3.282-83)1 2 Holth 7| AHgE ATH
Aoj= Ezdiarzt Aol UrkA &3 19 ddn 2fAA ATl WA
9e wj A}3 ¥ Ee}ZIHPetrarch)?] 1oie] EbE AT
2 AETse deo nAF = P oY ges AX T
c2o §os Bedl opyldlie A AQEAA FEHY =4S 1T A

7 o

o ok&alT(13. 283), WY AREtE TS A Rk 1 Aol =Ae)
o3 e BAFTH23. 289). I F UAHE “ve] xE 19 FHYEGE
dma o] AAe] FFrRTE A&AHE TE T AOIT(13.297-299)L ¥
W dEe] Edo] Suth He ABEe %2 AT dAv A3F
3

9 =g AAGA woled F el BED
ez 89 Aol Ag AR “FAL TR B0 L



AXEMBRE 20065 H145E

A2 SATelA F=dted AAS B AL TR 38y o} 52 Yo}
AN LA 29 JFE v D AAS BIstes Ezdero R Fo
gk o] Mol s MWt et E2Ue 29 o)A 2 o] =
1d< J%HLOM %
HEUAL F4E g AA sakgd 23S Foh 2uyaa Ay 9
A= FE7t AAL it JHBAZYE o oMo e ofx c}g
o TEEdesg IuAth oA FHE A4 JAE HAld) o &
S T A A Aok 2k olF AL nMshs olgom o] AL A}
SHE"(1.3.268) AFOlAl =43 98l sl o] o]Uo)xs mW Holth
Ao BAE AVN=S 27 27t NI 9 YFS wpFrol AL B
Ble ERolZe) V=R g% wijste dde SHRYAE 19 U
g geitrt @24 slgige A,

o] FhIM ERdeae 484 PFo] 2A%Y LA HEsE AL A
33 g

'SL'r&oE

r

AR, 235k 9 gy

dAe Folsk Gy ALY

87311 A2 FAS Rohiy) AP wkAfolAE G
o ANE T8y A% o] £2ke] £7)= HE BAZS zolg,
oA F H4L BA, Sk gl I AYUY

oA HF7} ofvho
He & A 9
RE FAAE F2 Aoz Ak

A
a8y a3 =] 3
o]
3

But, worthy Hector,
She is a theme of honour and renown,
A spur to valiant and magnanimous deeds,
Whose present courage may beat down our foes,
And fame in time to come canonize us;
For I presume brave Hector would not lose
So rich advantage of a promis'd glory
As smiles upon the forehead of this action
For the wide world's revenue. (2.2.199-207)
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—O—that her hand,
In whose comparison and whites are ink,
Writing their own reproach, to whose soft seizure
The cygnet's down is harsh, and spirit of sense
Hard as the palm of ploughman. (1.1.55-59)
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"Two and
fifty hairs, quoth he, 'and one white : that white
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hair is my father, and all the rest are his sons.'
Jupiter,’ quoth she, 'which of these hairs is Paris
my husband? 'The forked one,' quoth he, 'pluck't
out and give it him." But there was such laughing,
and Helen so blushed, and Paris so chafed, and

all the rest so laughed that it passed. (1.2.162-169)
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