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Functions of Complementizers and Tense

22 A

The purpose of this study is to review the functions of
complementizers, and to analyse the temporal system of tense in
independent clauses and complement clauses. It has often been observed
that there is a close connection between Comp and Infl. For example,
the selection of complementizers depends on whether or not Infl is
tensed. Chomsky & Lasnik(1991) argues that Comp is not a feature of
the verb and does not license trace of subject unlike inflectional
elements. Following Enc(1987), it is assumed that S’ is the maximal
projection of Comp, that S is the _maximal projection of Infl, and that S
is the complement of Comp. Thus, Comp governs S. In this respect ,
Enc(1987) claims that a matrix Comp denotes the uttrence time.
Futhermore, Pollock(1991) and Chomsky & Lasnik(1991) argue that the
internal structure of IP should be expanded to allow the functioal
categories of T, Neg, AGR to heads of their own maximal projections.
The category headed by Tense(T) is Pollock’s(1991) TP, a category
dominating VP. In a vein similar to Pollock(1991), Chomsky &
Lasnik(1991), and Lasnik(1993), .temporal systems of tense in
independent clause and complement clause are analysed by considering

the reference time, the speech time, and the event time. Intervening

1 TS geoizt 2t



