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A Study on the Aspects of Social Structure in Early Yi Dynasty
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Abstract

The social structure in Yi Dynasty has been analyzed in various ways in terms
of political , social, and economic systems. Such structure of society is considered
to be formed by the common people who constitute the society. Accordingly, as their
social activities are regulated by their corresponding social status, a study on the
social position has priority over that of any other historical system.

Studies on social stratification in early Yi Dynasty are made on a full scale

from 1940%s to 1950’s and are individualized and specialized from 1960% to 1970%.
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A series of articles published by Professor Han Yang-Woo deal with the structure of
the society from the viewpoint of the two classes system (the power elite, the common
people ) rather than from the traditional view of the four classes ( the nobles, farm-
ers, artisans, and merchants).

In a traditional society, a change of the social structure can be measured by the
correlation between the power elite and the common people who are engaged in the
production activities. This is very crucial to the study of the social structure.

This study attempts to reconsider the controversial yangchun system on the base
of the previously studied yangban’s fundamental system. Thus, considering problems
raised in yangchun system in all their aspects, I made an attempt to analyze the so-
cial structure in the following two ways.

First, the two classes of the structure of society, yangchun system, were con-
sidered from the intellectuals’ viewpoint in early Yi Dynasty, not from the govern-
ment - own materials. The social structure in early Yi Dynasty is considered to be
formed through the class division of the government officials to the dominating yang-
ban system. It seems to be certain that in early Yi Dynasty the intellectuals’ view
of the social status may form the outlook of the status from the character of the
four classes to the nucleus of the goverment officials.

Second, an investigation into the structure of the society was made in terms of
land system. Yangban, a special social status class, can be seen to be formed be-
cause kubjun (}§H) in kwajunbub(FH?E) can be established on the base of the boundary
of the officials’ privileged treatment and the power elite’s reciprocally guaranteed
relationship.

What was considered in this study shows that Professor Han’s argument that
yangban’s privileged social status over the middle class or the common people may
be wrong.

Accordingly, the social status in early Yi Dynasty was found to be stratified
not by the noble and the mean of the family but by the base of the ownership of
land. This reveals that the explanation of the social status in early Yi Dynasty in
terms of the two classes system can surely raise some questions.

Furthermore, it is argued that the farmers had the same social status as the
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government officials on the ground of the former’s favorable treatment according to
the law at the time of foundation of Yi Dynasty. This argument, however, seems
not to be helpful to the understanding of the social structure at this time.

In fact, this work has been already established and, thus, this study attempted
not to be involved in the objection of the established theory but to analyze the so-
cial stratification on the base of Yangchun System in order to understand the social

structure in early Yi Dynasty.
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