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A Comparison of KAMONO-CHOMEI
and YOSHITA-KENKO in the Vanity of
Life and the View of Life
—1In Case of Houjou-ki and Tsurezure-kusa—

Chang, Jin soo

Abstract

During the middle-ages, as a result of natural disasters and continual

wars, the aristocracy of Japan collapsed to be replaced by a warrior class.

In this time KAMONO-CHOMEI, author of HouJou-ki, following a deprived
childhood took a sceptical view of his present world and entered the Buddhist
priesthood.

He lived a very secluded life in a small self-built square temple meditating
and lamenting on the vanity of life. He deplored the uncertainties of life.

In contrast YOSHITA-KENKO took all the vicissitudes of life as the law of
nature. He asserted that uncertainty in life was in itself inconsistent and, there-
fore, humans should not despair and dwell on their misfortunes but should pu-
rsue life openly, freely and vigorously. He attempted to trace human beings to
their origin and to how they should think and behave.

In this paper, the author investigated both the vanity of life and the view of
life, making a careful comparison of them through the writers CHOMEIL, KE-
NKO and their works. '



