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A Study on the Security of
Sea lL.anes of Communications for Korea

Yeoum, Kui-Bum - Lee, Tac-Woo

ABSTRACT

Major bulk cargoes trangported into Korea consist of crude oil. iron and
steel, coal. timber. and grains. Since road and rail transportation system has
not been available between North and South Korea since 1950, all trade goods
in the trading arca of Korea with foreign countries must be carried by seca.

However, sea lanes of communications (SL1LOC) for Korecan foreign trade has
not been free of risk owing te various reasons: unstable political situation
caused by the Gull War and lran-Irag War. the pirates and terrorist threats
in the South China Sea. territorial  conflicts in South-cast  Asia,
strengthening of naval forces in the North-east Asia, and increasing threats
toe freedom of navigation through Straight of Malacca. These factors have
beegun Lo influence Korcan SLOC related to import major bulk cargoes
mentioned above.

Sugeestions to respond to this changing environments and to safely sccure
Korcan SLOC are as follows:

a. To use naval forces to convoy the Korean merchant fleet in emergency
time. In deoing so. Korean navy forces must be changed from a modest
coastal navy to a blue navy.

bh. To establish co-operative bodyv between merchant fleet and naval forces in
Korea for a war time.

¢. To educate professional manpower of naval forces to support naval power
in Korea by improving wage system with motivation.

d. To maintain minimum requirements of national merchant fleet with
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required seamen power for a war time through NROTC system. which
must be reestablished.

e. To establish multilateral co-operation between the interested parties
related to Korean SLOC.
f. To strengthen military diplomatic ties between Korea and interested parties

in the Pacific.
g. To set up a strategic base in Island of Cheju to protect Korean SLOC
linked to the East China Sea, which includes most Korean SLOC.
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