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= Abstract

Samuel Beckett’s Metadrama: Happy Days and Krapp’s Last Tape

Pyon, Hyong-Taek

This study focuses on the ways in which Samuel Beckett embodies his
authorial self-consciousness in metadramatic forms and how he develops and
deepens these metadramatic characteristics through dramatic devices and
language in Happy Days and Krapp’s Last Tape. This study also traces how
Beckett reflects the interrelationship among actors, audience and author.

Throughout Beckett's literary career, one obvious characteristic in which he
has continuously expressed interest is his self-consciousness concerning drama
itself. This self-consciousness, though only intermittently expressed, vividly
works as considerations of and comments upon literary as well as artistic
form in most of his plays. As is seen in his comment on James Joyce that
Joyce's writings "are not about something but something itself” Beckett's
self-consciousness brings about direct interaction and communication between
stage and audience, and hence becomes self-reflective.

Such self-reflectivity is very significant in that it is a challenge to
representation, the most important dramatic principle firmly held since
Aristotle. In this sense, his plays, in their exploration of drama itself or the
dramatic genre, take on metadramatic qualities. Since the origin of drama was
in play or ritual, it is true that drama has always contained strong
self-reflective  elements within itself. These qualities, evident even in
Shakespeare’s works, however, began to disappear when they were at odds
with the representational principle of realism which seeks to depict life as it
is.

Just as the postmodern dramatic feature is not a faithful imitation or
representation of external reality, but a reflection of play itself, an intersection
with other literary systems and art forms, and an interpretation of life through
a drama/culture complex, so Beckett also reflects or mirrors his plays through
a play-within-a-play or through a new narrative form. Main characters in
Happy Days and Krapp’s Last Tape either create within the drama a new
narrative of their own or freely quote Shakespeare and Milton. Such
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intertextuality can be fittingly seen as the ‘serious levity,” a term John
Fletcher applied to Beckett’s postmodern quality that contributed to the revival
of earlier metadramatic features.

These qualities become more intense in Krapp’s Last Tape, where the
theatrical experience between actors (or characters) and audience merges, and
the boundary between stage and auditorium, or the fourth wall, completely
breaks down, embodying the metadramatic premise that all the world is a
stage. In conclusion, the significance of Beckett's plays lies in his
reconstruction of the inherent dramatic tradition and the extension of the
imaginative horizons of literature through the revival of metadramatic features.



