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A Sociological Analysis of American Slang and Argot
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Abstract

This paper intends to investigate the correlation between the characteristics of social
phenemona of America and American slang and argot on the assumption that language
and culture are in constant interaction and culture influences structure and use of lan-
guage and language influences cultural interpretations of reality.

Sociology is the scientific study of human society and social behavior so the author tries
to study not only social phenomena such as social class, deviance, immigrants, jazz music
and education, but also American slang and argot coined by social behavior in order to

clarify the relation between social phenomena and language.
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“Language and culture, then, are in constant interaction: culture influences the struc-

ture and use of language, and language influences cultural interpretations of reality.”
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1) Ian Robertson, Sociology(Worth Publishers, Inc. 1977)
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(ZE 1> Violent-crime rates per 100,000 population
o [ Murder f Rape J Robbery ;:\Sgsfgﬁtv ated ‘ Total

1971 8.6 20.5 188.0 178.8 395.9
1972 9.0 22.5 130.7 188.8 401.0
1973 9.4 24.5 183.1 200. 5 417.5
1974 9.8 26.2 209.3 215.8 461.1
1975 9.6 26.3 218.2 227.4 481.5
1976 8.8 26.4 195.8 228.7 459.7
1977 8.8 29.1 187.1 241.5 466. 5
1978 9.0 30.8 191.3 255.9 487.0
1979 9.7 34.5 212.1 279.1 535.4
1980 10.2 36.4 243.5 290. 6 580.7
1981 9.8 35.6 250.6 280.9 576.9

2) The Newsweek, January 17, 1983. p. 30.
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(2 2 Ethnic Explosion

’ 1983 1970
Mexicans 2,100,000 822,300
Iranians 200,000 20,000
Salvadorans 200,000 *
Japanese 175,000 104,000
Armenians 175,000 75,000
Chinese 153,000 41,000
Koreans 150,000 ' 8,900
Pilipinos 150,000 33,500
Arab Americans 130,000 45,000
Israelis 90,000 10,000
Samoans 60,000 22,000
Guatemalans 50,000 *
Vietnamese 40,000 *
Time Chart *Fewer than 2,000

olrlEel wlFe] A EALt A5 EA B AFE WA B

Al AL F4E F2 0E AR Adolnt. olHlEY el AT kgt A Ay A
Sogler ofdd ojulEL of# AvFE 2EY EFd FIR
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ClHlAY o] ul o] FA 2FY EFE wHdE AL

“The history of immigrant languages in the USA is a complex story of differing pat-
terns of language loyalty.

The overall trend is undoubtedly to language loss and assimilation to English,even when
other ethnic characteristics persists or are strengthened, but within this trend every
immigrant group bas had its unique experience of change in language use and language
loyalty.”

4 olEY FaF AoE 2o, oldelobw, makaw, SUw, Fepud, fuE, 27
Sl ok Fold ohalokodl & olWEY alelt FFol, FFol © Aol Solt}, 1A wF

3) The Time, June 13, 1983, p.16
4) Charles A.Ferugson & Shirley Brice Heath, Language in the USA(Cambridge University Press,
London, 1982), p.215
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For example, consider the son of an Italian immigrant living in New York City. He
speaks Italian at home. Among neighborhood youths of similar background he uses many
Italian expressions because he finds them always on the tip of his tongue and because
they give him a sense of solidarity with his group. He may join a street gang, and after
school and during vacations work in a factory. After leaving high school, he joins the
navy; then he works for a year seeing the country as a carnival worker. He returns to
New York, becomes a longshoreman, marries a girl with a German background, and
becomes a boxing fan.He uses Italian and German borrowings,some teen-age street-gang
terms, a few factory terms, slang with a navy origin, and carnival, dockworker’s, and
boxing words. He spreads words from each group to all other groups he belongs to. His
Ttalian parents will learn and use a few street-gang, factory, navy, carnival, dockwork-
er’s, and boxing terms; his German in-laws will learn some Italian words from his
parents; his navy friends will begin to use some of his Italian expressions; his carnival
friends a few navy words; his co-workers on the docks some carnival terms, in addition
to all the rest: and his social friends, with whom he may usually talk boxing and dock
work, will be interested in and learn some of his Italian and carnival terms. His speech
may be considered very “slangy” and picturesque because he has belonged to unusual,
colorful sub-groups.
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5) Dictionary of American Slang, compiled by Harold Wentworth and Stuart Berg Flexner,(Thomas
Y.CROWELL Co.,1960)p. 4.
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2etrl svlEvte R AL S B Fa o givhold 2 =AY AYFAst 2R v FY
5 AFE L dA%E Al

53] oFToll A = A4 okTohe F53 £ekdo] 33, 270] AFolA ml8-& 74 g}
BFEAAE G4 2eldo] ong A4EL v4dn, U sk, Adstsd A5/ Ao
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L7 E vk & FE ol A B3 AT A4AE AR, B, "daegde Ea)
of BEste] ok TAES AFAAY. o]¥A 4 2227} Grand Canyons} 2-& e Fs13
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Williamse} 22 48549l Z2pTAp7t v & 71892 vk, ojd & A5 okt

— 62—



0 F Fojo} gele] AplEA B4 11

N AFAG o] e okdAE Ak, e, olwkElol A%, Frke A 2z vF e FelA
S0 Qo] 4FT T A8E ATTRE AAA dwds] F Fol glon AR kTl F
Agrt HE AL otolEaA HFe Fu AW dde] AsE Trh. 2EAAE ol& A4t
£ Aol A £4 AT Aolehe A olek. uiule] otelEo] L Wa WAL A Ao
Ml EY FAg 4T ssleld 2EY FFAFY 2EANEE EA se FRIE s 59
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o, W) mFEFe] wAd 2¥xzst 24 JQfdE AdE 2220t glod FHoe HIT
AR sk 2 A7) A F kAR 8L 220t stn Yoke AR dibdo AARL gl
§7 ALolE TgopT-5T 2 AT Fol ik viFY ool 2EdLT dAidte 71
ola Fulslgte] o]t gt Sl AAL oMFE FAT £ grk vF 222 & AARA VT £
39 o AE vehila god FEY ded BdFE g Aolrk. okTsk AR Fol vIF F
qe o etolH olUAE WAL AL F L £ ok o]’ "17“’“"1 FEH Ag
7t A FAE ek A EE AL
Eo] Fol& zoldted A& 3

)9
.&*lrlo_,

nqo
ru
ff

v

X

[

s

K
o

S
T

o
[ﬁl‘
=2,

ook
Y

rir
PIUROT
o
i
_1},
32,
Ao

£
r{m
2,
o5
o

W% Lol sk 2of

e, €, whet ol

wpope] 7

ZEER Tt T 34 Fo| 72 vhepag-

o ol AAL i A DAL YA vhek Agol R Lol s} Folrk o}F B Aol F
4

AN
@ HAoltha T 4 ek $4 v WA Lo E DAdR vhgst A

|o
_L
Fﬂ
_l
)
-9
o_’.:
I.1|\-.l_‘
22
M
h..
S
o
251
fod
o
Pt
2,
AU
s
J{J
lo
-|-4 oE
ml}‘ B
ol
2,
R
B
i
2,
At

1. nj2|st

Johnson grass, ice-pack, Indian hay, baby, bush, gangster, Illinois green, Jive, juani-
ta, ki, kief, black gungi, boo, Canadian black, Chicago green,majoon, Mexican reed,

reefer, sweet Lucy, Texas tea, killer weed, love weed, maconha, margarita

2. nf2|stt =y
kick stick, bunyon, cocktail, Duby, mezz, root, joy smoke, jive stick, joint, A-bomb,



12 19844F 4H MEETER SROCE 1ol

ace, joy stick, J-smoke, pocket rocket, roach, thumb, twist.

3. Amphetamine

jolly bean, lid popper, lift pill, booster pill, garbage, jelly baby, peach, pep pill,
sparkle plenty, speed, sweet,thrust, truck driver, up, upper, uppie,wake-up, white,

whitie, zoom.

4. heroin

junk, Brown staff, Dogie, Harry, Helen, lemonade, poison, scarge, shit, shiva, white

lady.

5. cocaine

blake, lady jane, Bernice, Big Bloke, bouncing powder, Charlie, scale, flake, girl,
golddust, happy dust, jam, the leaf sea, snow, star dust, white stuff.

6. barbiturate

KingKong pill, Mexican jumping bean, peanut, phenie, barb, down, Downie, idiot pill.

7. njejel 280t EHAMHE e 20f
jammed up(having taken an overdose of a drug)
get behind it(enjoy a high that is induced by a drug)
have the stumble(to stamble due to the effect of a drug)
hit the moon(to reach the'highest part of a drug experience)
blow(to make marijuana)
flash(to feel the sudden initial effects after taking a drug)
fly(to take marcotics)
job(an injection of a drug)
jones(the habit of a drug addict)
kick party(a party where LSD is used)
knocked out(under the influence of a narcotics)
lift-up(the feeling while under the influence of drugs)
loaded(under the influence of drugs)
messed up(extremely high on drugs)
mind-blowing(causing hallacinations)
out of this world(under the influence of marijuana)

A 28L& 2yl wpeky "é‘"‘oﬂw’i 2]‘%’% Yeldl & Mexican, Chicago, Illinois, Canadian,
Texas® £ vhefe] H4kx -2 F43 ANMNE A% Ao, reed, weed, grass, green S-&
vhebe] AEolA whEelAl AH4-g 2 Aolwh. whelsh} gl Sticke Eas)e} gla, whekol
X A 7]—-‘7——1 He 917 wlEo Power, dust, pille g ZaHAa g A% A9 g}

A7} AL nAshE Solv Fu @A ot o A wF A3 YT ehgo]
A3 vebde 02 Skt & Aol AHdold mtYE ARE o5 Agatm g
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1. male sexual organ

basket, bell rope, bone, box, cock, Dick, Dong, Jock, Johnson, joint, joy stick,
Lizard, meat, pecker, peter, phallus, pipe, prick, pud, puts, rod, schlong, schmekel,
schmuck, short arm, swipe, thing, tool, unit, whang,

2. female sexual organ

beaver, box, crack, cunt, hairburger, hairpie, nookie, pee hole, pussy, slit, snapper,
snatch, twat

3. homosexuals

sissy, he-she, half, joto, maricon, Nellie, fag, punk, Queen, Queer, con, faggot,
fairy, flit

4. prostitute

baby pro, bat, bell chick, bell girl, call girl, companion, free-lancer, go-getter, ho,

hooker, hustler, puta, scuffer, slut, whore, working girl, blat backer, Georgia, goofy,
zook.

ke A AL A% Aoz £F4Q Edol o8 44 AN AAT dE
odelt}, 5 banana(A A @& Al S| F4e] Q7 FloA=), bread(4471), cheese cake(]
A AANBL F7E AFA), cherry(d4), jerry rol(A), meat(dA 4 7])%e] vt 44
o2 wWHAgE J4 & cookie, cup of tea, honey, peach quail, tomato o2 F-E/| % et 4
29 WAz A dEDRALE o] FAAAS) ARABY B5A &7 A A B
£ Ao el Aolztxw YAt

Db oz HaAgel AFae SAFAE ATRALY AD), $, 3R F¢ 24
T 2olgol weol A4H 9.

1. Zad

arm, rumble, pig, snowshoe,star, stool, tailor-made, fuzzy, harness bull, heat, blue

boy, dick, elbow, headbeater, gun-foot, tin star, law.
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sawyer(a sawed-off shotgun)

six gun(a pistol)

Maggie(an automatic machine gun)
iron(a gun)

Betsy(a gun)

artillery(a hand weapon)

belly gun(a pistol)

Guinea football(a small, handmade bomb)

3. BERIES

whistler(a police car)

pie wagon(a police truck used to send arrested persons to jail)
go-long(a police truck used to take arrested persons to jail.)
black Maria(a police wagon to take criminals to jail)

bocby hatch(a police wagon to transport arrested persons)

clatter(a police patrol wagon)

Azgd et 2 BE] 2o ol F R L ENE
of gol A4 Gk HTIE 24 $u FolF AR otk A2 AL A

Zajo]s WlEAHQ AAd vk BolE & Ao},

2
>
2
et

trombone(hambone, gas pipe, slip horn, slip stick, syringe, T-bone)
clarinet(agony-pipe, licorice stick, black stick)

saxophone(gobble pipe, fish horn, sax, a small pipe, big pipe)
piano(eighty-eight)

suit case(a drum)

2.9 F R

a blowing cat(a jazz musician)
skin beater(a drummer)
solidsender(an adroit swing musician)

ivory thumper(a pianist)

stomp(a jazz composition or arrangement with a heavily accented rhythm in a lively
tempo)

tail-gate(a style of playing jazz which is supposed to resemble the style of the early
New Orleans musicians)

blowing(playing jazz music)

blow up a storm(to play jazz with spirit and skill)
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go-man-go(an expressed encouragement to jazz musicians)

long underwear(jazz music played in a sweet, popular, or corny way)

progressive(jazz music based on chord progressions, rather than on a melody)

race music(a simple form of jazz based on the blues with a melancholy or sometimes
religious theme)

rock and roll(a style of heavily accented, two-beat jazz evolved from “race music.

jam session(an informal gathering of jazz musicians to play for their own pleasure. )

fish music(an early, often slower and quieter form of rock and roll)

barber shop(close harmony singing)

be-bop(a fast, frenzied and mechanical jazz)

©Harold M.Hodges, Jr-8-“An Introduction to Socialogysl 4l keI Ab3|ol A 59 Abw-& o]
A dska et

“Education in industrial society is charged with a variety of functional missions, and
we chose to analyze five of the most fundmental;(1) cultural transmission and indoctrination;
(2) cultural integration and conservation;(3) role recruitment and allocation; (4) cultural

innovation and social change, and(5) the cultivation of a variety of personal qualities.

QAL Eokehl AH-& ;LY AHFA T8 RejAuk AAZE A€ A AFEH=
gt nFxee #¥AL BAE 4 g Aold Burton Clarke} Martin Trow-& o &4 &2 sub-
culture® (1) Wlgrdql A (2) A4 A Q)FEAL A 4) FAA A AL AH33 3o} 2
Bn e 23, wdd3], AFFES] Fog AL 442, dHY A4naF
FEZo] fdABY F4lolztn & £ Aot 2y gL A EL FAI ATFd S g F
AL nelze, A48 Agaelzste FAE Adgdd A Ao Avte] A5k o
A2 FAE HEE AR FolEel &

short ear(an unreligious student)

skull(an outstanding student)

slasher(an overly diligent student)

sofa lizard(a male student who stays at home to avoid spending money for a social en
gagement or date)

soph(a sophomore student)

stepper(a student who devotes much time to social life)

big man(a popular, important student)

bird brain(a stupid or foolish student)

brain(a good student)

campus butcher(a ladies’ man in college)

strap(a student whose interests lie almost exclusively in athletics, to the neglect of

6) Harold M.Hodges,Jr. An Introduction to Sociology,(Harper & Row Publishers, 1971),p. 431.
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intelletual interest)

ticker(a student who recites without knowing what he is talking about)

wife(a roommate who shares a college dormitory room)

anchor man(a student having the lowest academic standing in his class)

barb(a college student who is not a member of fraternity)

bear(a remarkable, first rate student)

Christer(a pious, sanctimonious college student)

destroyer(an extremely attractive student)

dig(a diligent student)

doll(a pretty student)

flat tire(an unattractive, dull, boring student)

fly bait(a member of Phi Betta Kappa)

four-letter man(a dumb or stupid student)

geranium(an attractive student)

greasy grind(a student who studies constantly)

green pea(a college freshman)

horse(a diligent student)

hound(a college freshman)

import(an out-of-town girl brought in for a college social affair)

Jasper(a theological student)

key-swinger(a college student, graduate, or a professor who wears one of more hon-
orary society keys on his watchchain).

legacy(a college fraternity member)

lexer(a student of law)

party girl(a student who devotes much time, thought, and effort to social activities)

prom trotter(a female student who attends many formal dances)

vet(an alumnus)

g3 A, BARY, A 282 mas ] B o] ek

prelim(any written exam, lasting one class period)

growl(a set of notes used for cheating in the exam)

gut course(an easy course)

horse(a literal translation or list of answers used while taking an exam)

gouge(a list of correct answers as used by students when taking an exam)

great go(the final exam)

flunk(fail an exam)

berry(an easy task or assignment)

bicycle(a student’s literal translation or list of answers)

valentine(an official written notice to a college student warning him of the danger of
dismissal because of poor scholastic work)

whiz(a short written exam given in a class)

quizz(a short exam)

trot(a students’ literal translation)
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skull buster(a very hard course)
blood(a perfect recitation)
blue book(a text or exam)

bricks and mortar(school notes and books)

sk A%l G Folx 4 Ak

tech(a school of technology)

Tong(a fraternity house)

dorm(a dormitory)

goody(a woman who cares for students’ rooms)
hen coop(a women’s dormitory)

hen pen(a girls’ school)

o) ZuL 2¥ 28 o35l Fule]d 2%2F TS AR £2x2E Er)/E gk
T uFoiA FHA Q7 9E Axzelth FHIgtm o T el ZBopTrte] o] 277X

Al

obFwte] Slem okTAlZolk sk 2k ol 4 AAA AF ATl ajAka Fek Foldle

=
sol B Aol A WA ol Bhel L Aelsh.
vE %

southpaw(a left-handed pitcher)
fireman (a relief pitcher)

leaftie (a left-handed pitcher)
loony Joe (a left-handed pitcher)
northpaw(a right-handed pitcher)
portside (a left-handed pitcher)
glass arm(a pitcher)

® oA

four-bagger (a home run)

chapter (an inning of baseball)

goose egg(zero in the score of a game)

hitfest(a baseball game in which many hits are made and hence many runs are scored)
hot corner (the third base)

no hitter (a baseball game in which a team makes no hit)

skull play (a player’s error caused by faulty judgment)

[= o |
WS T

hot rock(a fast pitched ball)
junk ball(a pitch that is unorthodox, tricky, or anything but a straight, fast ball)
hurl (to pitch a game or an inning)

put it over(to throw a a strike)
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screw ball(a pitched curved ball that twists in and out like a corkscrew)
scroogie(a kind of screw ball pitch)

shoot(to throw a baseball hard)

spitter(a pitched ball)

pull the spring(to pitch a slow ball after having pitched a fast one)
Sunday pitch(a powerful throw)

@E T

bingle(a hit)

Texas leaguer(a hit falling between the field and the outfield)

wallop(a hit)

whiff(to strike at a pitched ball and miss)

riffle (a hard swing at the ball with the bat, whether the ball is hit or not)
Keystone hit(a two-base hit)

hangout the wash(to hit a line drive)

daisy-cutter (a hit ball that skims the ground)

heavy sticker (a hard hitter)

4. 2 2

“Peter B.Hammond+¥ “An Introduction to cultural and social anthropology”dl] A <l o] <} 3}

o} Apslell wske] ofel ol o] wala gle},

“The selction for use of a particular linguistic form in addressing a particular person
may be affected not only by considerations that concern the speaker’s relation to
the addressee in the social structure, but may also be affected by a variety of pshycho-
logical variables, such as the specific history of past associations between the two, their
present feelings toward one another, and the circumstances of their meeting,the formality

or informality of the occasion, the time and place, and so on.”

o5 WA FelA  HZo FEFEL & AL mhekAFAAH o] AFAEL EE VA
S} A4S Eylom Ul kAL 97 Wl el BFY AL AY AT g~ glon 2EY HY
2R LA ALske Lolst 9m, 2R 2 A4 L Fole ZER HeArE A

P
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ok EE AEHE delw AFEAY AME fn g3 2 oloisk A8 AAEA dF¥E
MlAlR gl AR AMolvh olefAg8 oFAo] AslA gl ekl FA- Aol Zojs} Fol
ZoloF Abg ARSI EHEEL ERA o ehekgd w2bA AR FokER 1EY S
AT & 5 vk 1 A5 TALE A A5 A7) AT LR Fols) 2ol E
AL Al sty ol AhslE TARYLE B 5 dvkh qlelol Eshetd AL A 4
B AERA A st E sheie] obd Aol= Abg-dhe aleld] AslE 2 A3]e] Asiglelw A
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7) Peter B.Hammond, An Introduction to Cultural and Social Anthropology,(The Macmillian Company,
1971),p. 361.
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