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A Study for Amendment of the Domestic Law on the Revised
SAR Convention, 1979

Abstract

The Maritime SAR Convention, 1979, is a kind of convention of
adopting SAR  policies agreed internationally among the Contracting
Parties for the purposc of minimizing a human loss or property damage
by measuring a pre-arrangement and, further in case of a inevitable
occurrence by conducting a rapid SAR operation.

The above Convention has remarkably devoted improving a global SAR
structure. However, the developed technology on the parts of shipbuilding,
communication, and the experiences of massive marine casualties.

The amended SAR Convention by IMO puts the aims to be able to
conduct a expeditious and efficient SAR activities by maintaining a legal or
administrative arrangement appropriate to All parties and making a
international standard.

Korea as a party of the Convention has responsibility to perform it
faithfully according to the domestic law, namely Lifesaving and Relief
Law.

For the reasonalble achievment of the Convention, the writer suggest
the following guidelines to adopt as to domestic law in order to efficient
implementation.

Firstly, the name of the existing law, namely "Lifesaving and Relief La
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w, , is required to change as "Maritime Search and Rescue, and Relief of
the survival Law, in order to express a clear character for the faithful
implementation.

The amended Convention has its purpose of global SAR operation by
establishing a domestic legislative regime appropriately for coastal sea.

And also to perform an international Search and Rescue Plan for
mutual cooperation.

In this connection, a considerated name is required to both satisfy the
faithfulness of the revised Convention and clarify the character of the
law.

Secondly, some new terms were added on the definition of previous
SAR Convention, 1979. Such addition as Search, Rescue, Search and
rescue service, Search and Rescue facility and On-scene co-ordinator is
required to define on the existing domestic law.

Thirdly, in order to adopt such amended contents, the general
coordination by Head of RCC H/Q to the relevant authorities in each
country is required to strengthen his the right of coordination by
expressing such articles on the law, also a new article of responsibility to
the Head of RCC H/Q is additionally required to give such a coordination
against SAR accidents concerning the Korean flagging all the ship or
aircraft out of Korean SAR region.

Fourthly, for the effective or faithful purpose of SAR spirit, a new
article or amended intention to the existing article concerning international
cooperation is required to ensure the complete implementation for SAR
matters. Such articles are deemed to involve the following contents such
as joint coordination between foreign RCCs, right of decision-make for
assistance on the request of foreign RCC, the right to make an
agreement or arrangement between RCCs and exchange of SAR
information etc..

Fifthly, for the linkage of cooperative SAR operation, Coordination with
aeronautical services, development of common procedures and cooperative
structure etc. are requested to express on the law as a form of article,
and other details on the parts of practical operation might take into
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consideration a legal regime as a form of joint ministry ordinance

Finally, a details on the emergent refuge at coastal sea, so to suggest
as a example, the protection of the refuged foreign vessel, a patrol 1o
watch  whether keeping a national law  of the coastal country or
performance of order from the relevant authority ectc. are requested to
express on the law. The revised SAR Convention 1s not entered into
force vet. but after a vear, exactly on January 1, 2000, it shall be entered
into force internationally. Accordinglv. we need take into consideration the
relevant  domestic  legislative  regime  for SAR  spirit  and practical
implementation as a Party of the SAR Convention. 1979, The writer is
recalling that the American poct Robert Frost said, that good fences
make good neighbours. Therefore the revised Convention will make all the

Parties make good neighbours.
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