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Abstract

The Influence of Naval Pow er

upon the Russo-jJapanese War

Yu, Sam Nam
Department of Shipping Management

Graduate School of Korea Maritime University

At the end of the 19th century, Great Britain parted from its splendid
1solation policy and extended friendly gesture to Japan which was eager to
eliminate Russian influence from Korea and Manchuria. Since the end of
the 19th century, Japan had common interests with Great Britain in the
Far East in preventing Russia from expanding southward. Russian policy
of southward expansion had fatally threatened the interests of both Great
Britain and Japan in terms of Manchuria and Korea. As the result of such
a situation, Japan approached Britain and signed an alliance with Great
Britain in 1902. With the success of the defensive alliance with Great
Britain, Japan made France as well as Germany declare a neutral position

from Russia, which was one of the Tripartite. Anglo—Japanese alliance thus
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made a strategic environment favorable to Japan and encouraged Japan to
attack Russia. During Russo-Japanese war, Great Britain gave many aides
to Japan as an ally.

The purpose of this research is to clarify the role of naval power upon
the Russo—Japanese War which was begun by surprise attacks at sea and
ended by naval battles. The contents of this research include the
background and causes of Russo-Japanese War, process of the naval
battles and elements of victory of naval battles. The time period of the
research is from the year of Tripartite(1895) when Russia and Japan began
to collide directly to the year of 1905 when the Russian Baltic Fleets were
destroyed completely at the battle of Tsushima.

The research method is literature analysis based on the specialized
books, documents, research papers on the Russo—Japanese war. In order to
analyze the roles of naval powers in the war, Kenneth Waltz’'s 3 images
concept was adopted, which consists of individual level, national level and
international level.

The research consists of 6 chapters: chapter 1 is introduction; chapter 2
is analytical frame work; chapter 3 analyses the background and causes of
the war, the process of the war and the struggle for initiative on the naval
battle to have the command of the sea; chapter 4 explains how the naval
powers influenced the war;, chapter 5 introduces lessons from the war;
chapter 6, the last chapter, presents strategic options and directions for
contemporary Korea.

The results induced from the research are as follows. The individual

level, as Von Clausewitz argued, consists of 3 elements called Trinity,



which is @ government, @ military commander and his troop, @ people’s
passion. Russia could not achieve Trinity while Japan succeeded. The
Russo-Japanese war was a totally fallible war for Russia because Baltic
fleet was sent to wrong places, let alone wrong time. 'Wrong place’
means that the Russian fleet was remote from Vladivostok squadron and
'wrong time’ means that Baltic fleet was too late to rescue Russian fleet
in port Arthur. Therefore it was natural that Russia was defeated.

From the analysis of national level, which means naval powers in this
study, Japan used her navy aggressively for achieving the command of the
sea through decisive Dbattles at sea while Russia insisted on
"fleet-in—being’ strategy. The strategy confined her fleet in fortress in
spite of Russia’s superior naval power, which might be used to interdict
sea lanes of Japanese communication and landing on the Korean peninsular
and Manchuria.

From the analysis of international level which means naval diplomacy.
Japan could defeat Russian fleets one by one through Anglo-Japanese
alliance which provided Japan with favorable strategic environment even
though Japan had inferior naval power. Moreover, Japan could pre-plan the
war and make a surprise attack as well as continued fighting thereafter
with the help of Anglo-Japanese alliance. Thus, Japan could achieve her
victory in the war. Great Britain not only supported positively the
enhancement of the Japanese naval forces which was a critical element in
defeating Russian Baltic Fleets in the battle of Tsushima, but also stood
strongly by the side of Japan through the war. In diplomatic field, Great

Britain did not allow the Russian Baltic Fleets passing through Suez Canal
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for Asia, and did not supply the required war materials as well as coals.
Without the Anglo-Japanese alliance, Japan could not have had battleships
nor have financial support for the war, without which Japan might not
have thought of the war and surprise attack to Russian navy at Incheon
Korea as well as Port Arthur.

The best of the best diplomatic policy is to have and keep an alliance
with super ultra power while the worst of the worst diplomatic policy is to
impair a strong relationship with the super ultra power. Korea is in a
military alliance with USA, which 1s the only ultra super power. The
ROK-US alliance is thought to be the prop of war restraint on the Korean
peninsular and the only means to prevent military intervention from our
neighbor countries. In this context, keeping a stable ROK-US alliance is
assumed to be the utmost strategy favorable to Korea. The alliance 1is
desirable in order not to give North Korea and our neighboring countries
any misperception, which might be the result of the weakening relationship

between ROK and US.
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154) vto iy, “siFdere] ddid Jide oA el efo] &9 shapalatoll o] Az &l
2ol AAl ARgy , A3 s AEAS (A s isl, 2004), pp. 1-39.

155) sielue =77k A, A5, A e 9S fgk ugAEs A Peby] fste] &l
AHEE AFE3= Aoltl. Royal Navy, Command of Defence Council, British
Maritime Doctrine, Znd Edition, (London: The Stationary Office, 1999), p. 55, p. 223.

_90_
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Quo] YFAEL ALsA FEAA oS FPEY ealop: AR g
g7b wejol syl Brtw wekstel FAH WARAL FAsks] AR

AAA o] F 3RAA O FoF wEe WAL TS, 19019 o Fw
ARE AN B 120% L7 AAGL BFE Austes obge =
JUATHSD, GAobite] Fubeho] AR F AFeA oW AR 4A
g FelstA vgsA =i

@8, FQAA o F Aol FRop TAAAC] AFHoR AP A
Aata), ol AAY o] FHE BPEEFO T Yuel BE o] AL HAH
9ul GTe Fubete] AN A4S BEs s dAtE AxI AF
stk HUAA o dolE HAlchel BHo AFE AA 7] P ARl Y
A $EH oBANE A4SAT GFE AW o] F AR AYL Fal
S3 QRS ol §3tel el BAl Yal AFHoz AW/ e JUE

P& AAdeA =g

(1) 39 59 24
UZes dA olF sjaS Ao =2 e AnA AH 9
Ak ey ARA JfHLe Fy dAE ol HAVE B A] W] 3
oo A o] FE7EeAEl FESAT. ol FFE FHUF WeldE= vkt
AR ol g FANES AT S =g (Salisbury) = =3 F

B8 Agel Telst AuoE wde] WA 9 gPshn AL A, of
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=
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=

156) 24, AAA, p. 62.
157) C. H. D. Howard, “The Policy of Isolation," Historical Journal , Vo.l. 10. No. 1,
1967, p. 67.
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o) AAL FRUFEH 9 AuNANA BAL =2an AT

18999 HoldANA FHL ARF GTe FHolA SdaTo FET 4

F YPo dsf “F F7F7]F(Two Power Standard)”159 a4 S ¢

e Q1 Q= u = 2 Ao}
d = 1890 | 1900 | 1890 | 1900 | 1890 | 1900 | 1890 | 1900
A A 39.9 | 43.8 | 374 | 41.1 62.6 | 75.9 | 116.8 | 135.8

A A = 7.6(x) | 13 73.3(x)] 100 [46.9(%)| 127.8 |24.5(x)| 47.5

W2 (S-3 ) 84 234 420 624 39 96 677 | 1,162

TE(ET 41 187 679 | 1,065 | 240 333 180 383
- (%) 18804 7]+
- wgl AA TN, AL A (1990 o = =u), a2 (H), E ()

=40 & AdY, AddA 9 o, TAd=e] T (e FF A ANEAL, 1989), pp.
241-2455 A 4.

A olAollAE AEAT RE W FEA Felo] gfFe] Fad ¥ 7}

158) Bernard Porter, The Lion's Share, (London: Longman, 1975), pp. 72-73.

159) F =7plEelst, 95 o s 7Y st 7y sds 3 wEe ddiE B
fretds o= sy Bl ¢3S 9ndi.

160) George Monger, 7he End of Isolation, (London: Thomas Nelson and Sons Ltd.,
1963), pp. 20-21.
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161) Zdsh, Aol Addatel ARtetoly (AE: gl &35 1999), p. 163.

) AElE, “HIAAY] ddsye] el e vl FeT Sy TARAZRIT A,
H, AL, AB4E, (& Al 7801441 2005), p. 338.
163) =13} Ud¥o] Ajzto] AAEA|NR oot} JAdTW AAd & It st
2 g327k9) ddoA AH ) AA7|A dEL Foro] Folrlo} FHo A gAlofe}
558 o Ay £UdES fAE = AL Y IAN, I 5 o] A=yA
S ubgEin), e Qo] ARy FrEoR gAolE AATo BN A dlite] T
ofrlofol| A Hg=te] Hato] AWt e B9 fUYEAS F5E 5 JeE
A} goln= outanlg g, TKAIGUN, , ZElE o, FdEAT st 21A)
(s (A& =g, 2001), p. 92.
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164) #7174, “sHol mAAXAA ] AAFZ2A A" pp. 190-193.

165) Paul M. Kennedy, 7he Rise of the Anglo-German Antagonism, 1864-1914
(Boston: George Allen & Unwin, 1980), pp. 234-243; Andrew Malozemoff,
Russian Far Eastern Folicy, 1881-1904: With Special Emphasis on the Causes of
the Russo-Japanese War (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1958), p. 174.
T2, AAA, pp. 66-67914 AAL-

166) El2 YE(Stephen M. Walt)= 1@ ol&S AWshar] w7k= A= (3)olg= 7]
ol 2Ast FHIAE FHske Aol oyt Y1 (Threat)olgts 71l <718t
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167) hiliggss,  Thdinnikare] SEpgy  Glnt ki, 1972), p. 62. ; &9 AeaEe
Jito] d7te] Aol Hof FA|AH 9] FHEHA(Power Politics)oll A=4o=2 FoIs}
= Aol 7& A Wiz Aoz ALslEA, A+ A5 guy vpas Haskst
il 7V 3 olE3t FEAAE ol AR ool FHRE At} ok uket,
“olo] A (WIVAHERT) 721 ol i flale]de] 55(1868-1945),” T=7hdeh; 20044
A104 13, p. 92.

168) e, AAA, p. 339.

169) B2l ofulrlels whef gAjolr) AlMElold =g hEdt A A0 HYPE A gt

< Ik FAVE 2

¢

A o] Qo] Fhye wel Slo] 2 ol A 2L AP Paht 2
Ao dZT. olzfel] ol IR AIL) A, o|d# o, el elu; (18 FEA,
1993) p. 46.

170) 190299 atpul(id+) Hix= A S5A99 GEAEA I, o532 1927d thyzt
AAA A AAREA L o2 =t atkep HaAel] gk 7414 W82 George
Ker, Kodama Report: “Plan for Conquest," Far Eastern Survey, Vol. 14, July 18,
1945, pp. 185-190.

171) 91320l W2 o= =71e] 284 o] 9171 obrg] stEA ol shujets, v 7
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176) 592 =9 o] o] & 74 wiidel 1901 d=2ke] sl A QlEet
Tol gk FE ARl d5E FAdol FAEA g tiil A3 ddsy
S A)AT} William Langer, "The Origins of The Russo-Japanese War," in Carl
E. Schorske and Elizabeth Schorske, eds., Explanations in Crisis (Cambridge,
Mass.: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1969), p. 22.
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179) Frances Moulder, Japan and China and the Morden World Economy (Cambridge:
Cambridge Univ. Press, 1977) p. 8-9.
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E4S FAvh dre ARAd o8 ALAA AF 15 we] ALYFQ
HoF WSS Aokl WaAsA B4 Aotk AL AYHA HAm
BAROR FAY F7el WA S s AAge ool A wWFF o
BRe FAu Fgth Gal AT 38 4405 A9 23%F QA EAH,
16%5 HFaZHH], 36% 5 sl FH], 145% 5 #7] e 2 st rHsd),
et o] Ao ditow Aok AAL FAd ol FRTollch
Aol 2RACE A A%, AvlHFol oldAd AL AT AR YA
obsh 1d7re] AY'S AY Y, olu) BT A& 42 5HT oY
18) MFe Pivtel BEAPAS FTAAAW, W o) AuH olABAL ¢
Qleh. et eAobt dAAAE FAGOEA T BEAA AYL B4 o
g AT Bays A3 Ntk shkshd, dAolt 32 Hska welA
o olej& AT B5 vIFe] ket FIAYARE BhsAE S U] Bl
ohowebd vEe ealole] g AS AXsy) A% e WeromA dRS

A LA = A

182) HUAA 4] 7178 Au|E=2 1896-19037H4 S-A4 A& A7 HLAA AA
o At 1,138%F Qlojel AHo] 3,178% dlo & FFaIvhs Aol e 2 o4 5= gl
A7, 204171 % SEol IAgA e BotAwl piE whEev|er dUEe] ¥
A7 TAASA=Z, | #1237 (1998), p. 47.

183) SwAbetal AARSH}, AHAIA, p. 175.
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g Aol o, o] AL ddE ol UslTIel TRk Ao lrHss),
Fa2 ALt
oot o= whdtel S wEA Suie] T AE

o) 42 25 aheThs,

g Ao 3¢

<FE 47> 9E, Aok oA AR Y TE)

T R (] gk o) oK (e ¢ wigk 78 A7} Bl a(d:e)
1} 89.3(19045. 99, 4) 282.0(1904.5. +2]) 89 1 70 (59)
27} 101.6(1904.11. 99, 742) 135.0(1905.1. M S, d2H=%) | 92 74(129)
37} 252.6(1905.3. Ud, 7<) 142.9(19055. #W=%) 87 1 84 (49)
424 | 2504019057, 99, & wW=) 87 1 87 (79)
A 693.9 559.9

A AFd, Tdd LAy, (A& Als AL 1986) pp.236-238,

of2e] &Y A AEH7I Aol FLdFHY T T PGP0, FA
e A5 Heo)ded, dEFFS AR dHEv B{san Yo B
g a7 $EEAn. 9 dA AA7A 659E] M-S uwEg o) 1)
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23} wkgl & 7kA] Abgro]l itk AA, ddeA 53 T gEES 8ol A ik
gk wjare] FAATh A, dAAo] oA Al AAEA Kol 9w FE I
a7] Q18 Al4xt ARG Fojglon, Aoz ARo] FHElo 7|5 A H AL

188) FERSF2,. THANA S s CRnt FEEFZeNTHE, 1970), pp. 130-147.

189) A%<, Y AR, (Me: AlEAL 1986), pp. 63-64.

190) dlojn|= oukxmtg wjE], TKAIGUNs , HEls o, FARAD ste] 2HAAHA),
(A& =g, 2001), pp. 93-94.
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