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A Study on the Countermeasures against Illegal

Operation of Chinese fishing vessels

by Kang, Ji-Eun

Major in Maritime Law
Department of Maritime Law and Policy

Graduate School of Korea Maritime and Ocean University

Abstract

In 2011, an event occurred in which one of the coast guard of
Korea Coast Guard(KCG) died while regulating illegal operations of
Chinese fishing vessels. Furthermore, These illegal operations took
advantage of recent Se-Wol-Ho tragedy.

The Korean Government has discussed this issue with diversity of
solutions, for instance, the announcement of 'Countermeasure of
strengthening maritime public powers’ in 2008 and 'Multi—Solution for
eradication of illegal Fishing’ in 2011. The KCG established 'Maritime
Guard Act’ in 2012 to establish the need to pursuit, arrest, use of
weapon toward enforcing illegal fishing.

But according to the recent statistic reports, the Chinese illegal
fishing operation rate has been steadily increased or kept its level

fixed.



To avoid KCG's crackdown against illegal fisheries, Chinese
fisherman carry weapons and use violence, which could deepen
conflict between Korea and China.

It 1s urgent to set counter plans and prevention for the illegal
fishing because these operations has occurred within Korea's
Exclusive Economic Zone and our territorial waters.

The 1illegal operation of Chinese fishing vessels which not only
damage human life, but also cause tension between two nations,
should be eradicated.

In order to do this purpose, improvement of the related legislations,
reinforcement of KCG's safety equipment and enforcement gears, and
diplomatic support in government-level should be guaranteed.

In this paper, I would like to analyze the current status of Chinese
vessels’ illegal fisheries as well as its increasing factors. Also, 1 will
suggest concrete plans to root out the illegal fishing and specific

plans for improvement of KCG’s regulation environment.
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