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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the identity of Korean
residents in Japan, or Zainichi(f£H) Koreans by examining films that
focused on them. The frame of reference was the concepts of diaspora and
identity. The history of Zainichi Koreans began with diaspora from Korea to
Japan in the wake of the Korean peninsula colonization and wars against
Asian countries by Japanese imperialists. Underlying the identity of Korean
residents in Japan is the history of diaspora to the former colonial ruler.

Zainichi Koreans do not belong to any of Japan and North and South
Koreas, so they are marginal. They are diaspora themselves who are living
with hybrid identity and culture They are future-oriented in that they
continue to newly form they identity as they are armed with pragmatism
free of aura.

Zainichi Koreans are living within the boundaries of Japan. They are
gradually escaping from discrimination between being North or South
Korean and being Japanese. Instead, they are seeing their reality more
closely and more and more defining themselves as a minority from the
Korean peninsular who settle in Japan, or ‘Korean Japanese. They are
getting their identity that is multiple and existential as they are
experiencing the realities of life, not still sticking to a collective, fixed
identity based on ethnicity or nationality. Zainichi Koreans, hybrid in many
aspects, who are constantly attempting to'go beyond borders’ to find their
existential identity are expected to initiate an ‘open society'that many
different values required for co-existence and co-living are accepted.

Prior researches that examined Japanese films in terms of Zainichi
Koreans  identity were grouped into three here. The first group is to
provide Japanese portraits of Zainichi Koreans. The second is to focus on
Zainichi Koreans's identity confusion and trauma from the experiences of
their mother country’s colonization and division and their post-colonial
resistance and possible separation from national identity. And the third is
to notice the emergence of multiple identity beyond borders in the age of
globalization in which people are becoming more and more independent of
ethnic or national identity.

This study chose and reviewed 5 films, <Blood and Bones>, <Break
Through !>, <Break Through>, <Go> and <Where Is the Moon?> that are
deemed well representing issues related to the identity of Zainichi Koreans
who have been challenging to create a third identity of their own based on
their hybridity. This study considered the characteristics of Zainichi



Koreans in terms of identity by examining how ‘variations of violence and
‘love’are respectively represented in the visual texts. Specifically, the study
tried to investigate the identity of Zainichi Koreans by filtering those texts
through the most primitive human act and emotion, or violence and love.
In analyzing violent dispositions depicted in the films, this study relied on
Malcolm X's theory of counter-violence and Franz Fanon's violent elements
of colonialism. For the analysis, The study also used Mouffe's theory of
radical democracy to argue that violence on borderlines is working within
different power relations that exist in a number of settings including the
state and class. Concerning the types of love appeared in the pictures, this
study referred to Anthony Giddens’ theories of romantic love, confluent
love and male sexuality. The study also used Alain Badiou’s philosophical
reasoning of love to clarify the attributes of love and E. Fromm's theory of
conditions for love to look into issues related to identity.

From these analyses of the five films based on the above mentioned
frame of reference, this study found that the attributes of Zainichi Koreans’
identity are changing from ‘coloniality’, paternalism and the imagery of
national community to individual liberalism and cosmopolitanism for
co-living. Especially, cosmopolitanism represents a multiple or multi-layered
identity in which people seek to live together with others through
contacting hybrid cultures.

Amid globalization around the earth and the advent of multi-cultural
society, Zainichi Koreans are now seeking and choosing to form a third
identity of their own beyond borders defined by nationality and ethnicity. In
other words, they are now acting not as ‘people’'who are dependent on
national ideology, but as ‘cosmopolitans’ who individually seek to realize
the values of liberty and equality and establish a hybrid identity of their
own.

Kang Sang-joong, a Zainichi Korean scholar, argues that as far as
subjects like him who have to cross borders by keeping moving are
concerned, ‘stories’ about imperialism, ‘counter-stories’ about nationalism
are not more than the expansion of ‘border politics; and literary hegemony.
From the subjects on borders who are forming a third identity of their own
by crossing between different groups, this study gets a glimpse of their
possibility of being ‘cosmopolitan’ beyond being ‘the people’.

Marcus Aurelius, a Stoic philosopher, claimed that not just accumulating
knowledge, but developing the skills of understanding and sympathizing
with others is the prerequisite for being cosmopolitan. He noted that those
skills allow us to learn others are people who do not threaten us, but have



troubles like we usually have. Similarly, Martha Nussbaum, a professor of
Chicago University stated that sensibility and sympathy are essential to the
skills of legal judgement and perception required for citizenship. In
addition, Kquame Anthony Appiah, a professor of Princeton University
advocated cosmopolitanism from the perspective of ethics. He said that we
have obligations for aliens, adding that if there are any people in this
world whose basic rights are not guaranteed, it indicates our failure to
meet the obligations. Currently, problems with immigrant foreign workers
and marriage-based immigrant women are becoming important issues in
the 21 century as the age of globalization. Cosmopolitanism is emerging as
an orientation necessary to resolve those issues. More politically,
cosmopolitanism may be traced back to Immanuel Kant who advocated the
creation of an international union for permanent peace. He envisioned the
embodiment of moral entities, or the'Cosmopolitan Community’and the
‘Kingdom of God’'. Karatani Kojin interpreted that kingdom as the "World
Republic’, a transnational republic consisting of nations that transferred
their sovereignty.

Cosmopolitanism represents a future-oriented identity that should be
realized in human society, whether it is part of realizing understanding and
sympathy between different people, meeting ethical obligations for
contemporary people or implement political ideas concerning the destiny of
the mankind.

Zainichi Koreans have conditions and qualities required for open society
based on cosmopolitanism because they stand themselves on different
identities without politically leaning towards any of South Korea, North
Korea and Japan. They also have the potential to lead the ‘Korean
networks of Northeast Asia that cover even Korean-Chinese people of
northeast China and Korean residents in the Littoral Province of Siberia
and Middle Asia, extending the horizon of cosmopolitanism.

More important things are views and practices other than before, in
which neither sticking to closed nationalism, nor irrespectively or
indulgently denying the consciousness of national community is allowed.
Thus, future films focusing on Zainichi Koreans should work to apparently
represent those Koreans' future-oriented identity with which they keep in
mind the consciousness of their national history and, simultaneously, share
values they have as individuals together with people around the world.

Key Words: Zainichi, identity, diaspora, Japanese films, violence, love
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